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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON THE CORRUPTION AND CRIME COMMISSION 
Twenty-ninth Report — “Guarding the guardians” — Tabling 

HON NICK GOIRAN (South Metropolitan) [10.13 am]: I am directed to present for tabling the twenty-ninth 
report of the Joint Standing Committee on the Corruption and Crime Commission, “Guarding the guardians”. 

[See paper 4826.] 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: On 20 June 2012 the committee met with the Parliamentary Inspector of the Corruption 
and Crime Commission to be apprised of the work performed by his office in the then financial year, and of any 
matters that might remain outstanding subsequent to his retirement and would therefore require the attention of 
his replacement. During that hearing the committee was very pleased to be informed of a number of positive 
developments in the approach of the CCC’s oversight of WA Police that had been taken since the appointment of 
the current commissioner, the honourable Mr Roger Macknay, QC. The CCC is to be commended for the steps 
that it has recently taken in this area. 

Also during the hearing, discussion turned towards the prospective reforms to the CCC act, as it appeared that 
amendments to the act were likely imminent and Mr Steytler had consistently expressed concern at the prospect 
of widening the jurisdiction of the CCC. Rather than responding immediately, the parliamentary inspector 
undertook to take my questions on notice and subsequently provided a letter to the committee. In that letter, Mr 
Steytler offered his views based upon an assumed widening of the CCC’s jurisdiction on two specific matters: 
whether the CCC’s capacity to investigate organised crime ought to be restricted, and how the investigation of 
organised crime might be segregated from the CCC’s police oversight role. In considering the former, Mr 
Steytler expressed the view that the commission’s functions in respect of organised crime should be distanced as 
far as possible from areas in which it would work closely with police officers undertaking investigations of that 
kind. This observation echoed sentiments most recently expressed by this committee in its twenty-eighth report 
of the current Parliament, “Proceeds of crime and unexplained wealth: A role for the Corruption and Crime 
Commission?” Put simply, amendments that might see CCC investigators working in concert with WA police 
officers in the fight against organised crime will compromise the ability of those CCC investigators at the very 
least to objectively discharge the CCC’s police oversight function. With this in mind the committee reasserts its 
belief that if the CCC is to be directly engaged in the fight against organised crime, the CCC’s activity in this 
area should be confined to specific crime-fighting strategies that are currently not satisfactorily pursued in 
Western Australia, such as the investigation of unexplained wealth under the provision of the Criminal Property 
Confiscation Act 2000.  

The report also addresses the issue of how the organised crime investigative function might be segregated within 
the CCC, and I commend it to the house. 
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